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SUBJECT: NASA ASSISTANCE IN MAPPING PROJECT 

SUMMARY: AF/W AND /OR OES ASKED TO LOOK INTO BENDIX CORPORATION 
APPEAL TO NASA FOR PRIORITY STATUS FOR LANDSAT II SATELLITE 
FOR EAST CENTRAL STATE MAPPING PROJECT. END SUMMARY. 

1. AMBASSADOR HAS RECEIVED LETTER DATED OCTOBER 3 (DELAYED IN 
DELIVERY) FROM FORMER AID/FSO J.R. BREEN, GENERAL MANAGER OF 
BENDIX CORP. ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT AND TECHNOLOGY OFFICE, 201 SOUTH 
MAIN, ANN ARBOR, MICH., TEL-313-994-3131, ASKING AMBASSADOR TO 
SUPPORT BENDIX APPEAL TO NASA FOR PRIORITY STATUS ON LANDSAT II 

TO EXPEDITE DATA GATHERING FOR EAST CENTRAL STATE LAND USE MAPPING 
PROJECT BENDIX DOING ON SUBCONTRACT WITH C-E TEC. TIME PERIOD 
INVOLVED APPEARS TO BE OCTOBER- JANUARY DRY SEASON. (LANDSAT 
FORMERLY CALLED ERTS.) 

2. IN LETTER HE WROTE OCTOBER 2 TO CHARLES W. MATTHEWS, ADMINIS- 
TRATOR FOR APPLICATIONS, NASA HQ., CODE E, WASHINGTON 20546, 

BREEN SUMMARIZES PROBLEM AS FOLLOWS: "THROUGH DR. ROBERT PRICE, 

WE HAVE ATTEMPTED OBTAIN PRIORITY STATUS FOR LANDSAT II AS IT PASSES 
OVER EAST CENTRAL STATE. TO DATE WE HAVE NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN 
HAVING THE SATELLITE TURNED ON. WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT THE 
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SUGGESTS ONE PROBLEM MAY BE THAT NASA USING NIGERIA- WIDE RATHER 
THAN EAST CENTRAL STATE CLOUD COVER FORECAST. 

3. EMBASSY SYMPATHETIC BENDIX APPEAL ON FOLLOWING GROUNDS: 

(A) MAPPING PROJECT IS HIGH PRIORITY FOR EAST CENTRAL STATE MINISTRY 
OF ECOMIC DEVELOPMENT. ACCORDING BREEN, WHO CITIES PROJECT’S ROLE 
IN RECONSTRUCTION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: 

(B) SUCCESSFUL PROJECT COULD PRODUCE IMPORTANT DIVIDENDS IN 
ONE OF FEW LANDSAT PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES IN 

POSITION PAY FOR AND UTLIZE THIS NEW TECHNOLOGY IN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT: (C) NASA ALREADY USING LANDSAT WITH FAO IN NIGERIAN 
FOREST MANAGEMENT PROJECT AND, ACCORDING BREEN, EAST CENTRAL STATE 
IS TARGET FOR FUTURE NSAS PROGRAMS: (D) ACCORDING STATE A-2672 

APRIL 17, 1975, DEPARTMENT AND NASA ENCOURAGE MAXIMUM USE LANDSAT 
DATA IN DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS. (E) LAURENCE CUTLER OF C-E TEC 
WHO PASSED THROUGH LAGOS OCTOBER 27 EN ROUTE TWO WEEK VISIT 
TO ENUGU HAS CONFIRMED TO US THE CENTRALLY IMPORTANT ROLE LADSAT 
IMAGERY WAS TO PLAY IN C-E TEC'S DOLS 10.8 MILLION PROJECT WITH EAST 
CENTRAL STATE. 


4. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S DISCUSSING MATTER WITH 

NASA TO EXPLORE PROBLEMS AND POSSIBILITIES. AMBASSADOR WOULD BE 
READY SUPPORT BENDIX WITH PERSONAL LETTER TO MATTHEWS IF DEPART- 
MENT CONCURS. IN ADDITION, PLEASE TELEPHONE BREEN TO REPORT RESULTS 
YOUR DISCUSSION WITH NASA. 
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